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By Rachel Talbot Ross April 12, 2023

SSeakeU TalbRW RRVV: µHealWh caUe fRU all¶ PXVW QRW UXle
RXW iPPigUaQWV
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AOO PHaQV aOO. IW VRXQGV VLPSOH, EXW ZKHQ LW FRPHV WR aFFHVVLQJ KHaOWKFaUH LQ MaLQH, LW LVQ¶W.  

L.D. 199, P\ ELOO WR SURYLGH MaLQHCaUH WR aOO MaLQHUV ZLWK TXaOLI\LQJ ORZ LQFRPH, UHJaUGOHVV
RI LPPLJUaWLRQ VWaWXV, ZRXOG SURYLGH PXFK QHHGHG IaLUQHVV, HTXLW\ aQG VLPSOLFLW\ WR RXU
MHGLFaLG SURJUaP. AQG EaVHG RQ WKH KHaUWIHOW WHVWLPRQ\ I UHFHQWO\ KHaUG LQ VXSSRUW RI WKH ELOO
IURP SaUHQWV, ZRUNHUV, KHaOWK FaUH SURYLGHUV aQG aGYRFaWHV IURP aFURVV WKH VWaWH, LW LV
aEXQGaQWO\ FOHaU WKaW WKH WLPH IRU WKLV OHJLVOaWLRQ LV QRZ.   

ABO8T THE A8THOR

RacheO TaObRW RRVV, D-PRUWOaQG, LV SSHaNHU RI WKH MaLQH HRXVH.

IPPLJUaQWV ZKR WHVWLILHG aW a ORQJ aQG RIWHQ HPRWLRQaO SXEOLF KHaULQJ VKaUHG WKHLU ORYH RI
OLYLQJ aQG ZRUNLQJ LQ MaLQH, KRZ PXFK WKH\ FaUH aERXW WKH KHaOWK aQG VaIHW\ RI WKHLU
FRPPXQLWLHV, aQG KRZ GHHSO\ WKH\ ZaQW WR EH LQFOXGHG aQG UHVSHFWHG aV SaUW RI RXU VWaWH.
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TKH\ GHVLUH ZKaW every JHQHUaWLRQ RI LPPLJUaQWV WR MaLQH KaV ± a FKaQFH WR OLYH LQ SHaFH
aQG VaIHW\, WR EXLOG a OLIH, aQG WR JLYH WKHLU FKLOGUHQ a VWURQJ VWaUW LQ WKLV EHaXWLIXO SOaFH.  

CU\VWaO CURQ, IRXQGLQJ GLUHFWRU RI PUHVHQWH! MaLQH VaLG, ³IPPLJUaQWV KaYH EHHQ FRQWULEXWLQJ
WR WKH VWUHQJWK aQG YLWaOLW\ RI MaLQH IRU FHQWXULHV. TKH\ KaYH UHVHWWOHG KHUH ZLWK KRSHV aQG
GUHaPV RI EXLOGLQJ a QHZ OLIH IRU WKHPVHOYHV, aQG RI LQYHVWLQJ LQ WKH FRPPXQLWLHV WKH\ QRZ
FaOO KRPH. AQG WKH\ have LQYHVWHG. II \RX¶YH ZRUNHG WKRXVaQGV RI KRXUV LQ a OREVWHU SOaQW, RU
LQ WKH EOXHEHUU\ ILHOGV, RU LQ SRWaWR SaFNLQJ, aUHQ¶W \RX a MaLQHU? TKH KHaOWK RI RQH LV WKH
KHaOWK RI XV aOO, aQG ZH all UHaS WKH EHQHILWV ZKHQ RXU FRPPXQLWLHV aUH FaUHG IRU.´ 

OWKHUV WHVWLILHG WR WKH WUaJLF ORVV RI OLIH aQG OLYHOLKRRG WKaW LPPLJUaQWV WKH\ NQRZ KaYH
H[SHULHQFHG. A ORYLQJ aQG LQYROYHG IaWKHU RI WZR HOHPHQWaU\ VWXGHQWV LQ FaOPRXWK GLHG RI
WUHaWaEOH FaQFHU, RUSKaQLQJ WKHP. TZR \RXQJ PHPEHUV RI WKH CRQJROHVH FRPPXQLW\ ZKR
FRXOG QRW aIIRUG EaVLF KHaOWK VFUHHQLQJV GLHG VXGGHQO\ OaVW \HaU LQ LHZLVWRQ.  

L.D. 199 LV a VWUaLJKWIRUZaUG ELOO WKaW ZRXOG KHOS FORVH a VPaOO EXW XQMXVW JaS LQ RXU
MaLQHCaUH V\VWHP aQG UHWXUQ MaLQH WR LWV ORQJVWaQGLQJ SUaFWLFH RI JUHaWHU LQFOXVLRQ. IW ZaV
RQO\ LQ 2011, XQGHU WKH LHPaJH aGPLQLVWUaWLRQ, WKaW WKLV aFFHVV ZaV UHVWULFWHG. TKLV LQLWLaWLYH
ZRXOG FRQWLQXH EXLOGLQJ RQ MaLQH¶V KHaOWK FaUH SURJUHVV WKaW EHJaQ ZLWK MHGLFaLG
H[SaQVLRQ, aQG UHSaLU a WZR-WLHUHG KHaOWK FaUH V\VWHP WKaW LV GLYLGHG aORQJ FRPSOH[ aQG
HYHU-HYROYLQJ LPPLJUaWLRQ OLQHV. AQG LW ZRXOG KHOS SUHYHQW XQWROG WUaJHGLHV WKURXJK
aIIRUGaEOH PHGLFLQH RU UHJXOaU SUHYHQWaWLYH PHGLFaO FaUH.

JXVW aV ZH KaYH VHHQ ZLWK MHGLFaLG H[SaQVLRQ, KHOSLQJ PRUH SHRSOH aIIRUG KHaOWK FaUH ZLOO
aOVR KaYH EHQHILFLaO ULSSOH HIIHFWV IRU RXU ZRUNIRUFH aQG HFRQRP\. 

IQ 2018, LPPLJUaQWV LQ MaLQH FRQWULEXWHG aW OHaVW $193.9 PLOOLRQ LQ VWaWH aQG ORFaO Wa[HV.
TKaW QXPEHU LV FHUWaLQO\ KLJKHU WRGa\. YHW WKH\ Sa\ LQWR a KHaOWKFaUH V\VWHP WKaW WKH\ aUH
QRW aOORZHG WR aFFHVV. TKLV LV XQIaLU aQG WUaJLFaOO\ VKRUW-VLJKWHG. TKH RYHUaOO FRVWV RI PLVVHG
ZRUNGa\V, ORZHU SURGXFWLRQ, aQG GLVaELOLW\ IaU RXWZHLJK WKH GLUHFW FRVWV RI PHGLFaO FaUH. AV
ZH ZaLW IRU CRQJUHVV WR PaNH WKH QHFHVVaU\ IHGHUaO UHIRUPV WR RXU EURNHQ LPPLJUaWLRQ
V\VWHP, SURYLGLQJ KHaOWKFaUH WR RXU HVVHQWLaO ZRUNHUV LV VRPHWKLQJ ZH FaQ GR QRZ.  

AFFHVV WR aIIRUGaEOH KHaOWKFaUH VaYHV OLYHV aQG UHGXFHV FRVWV LQ RYHUaOO KHaOWKFaUH
VSHQGLQJ. CXUUHQWO\, WKH SHRSOH ZKR ZRXOG JaLQ FRYHUaJH IURP P\ ELOO aUH RQO\ HOLJLEOH IRU
EPHUJHQF\ MaLQHCaUH WR VWaELOL]H a OLIH-WKUHaWHQLQJ HPHUJHQF\. PaWLHQWV ZKR OaFN IXOO
KHaOWK FRYHUaJH RIWHQ GHOa\ RU JR ZLWKRXW FaUH XQWLO a FRQGLWLRQ ZRUVHQV aQG EHFRPHV aQ
HPHUJHQF\, UHVXOWLQJ LQ PRUH FRVWO\ aQG UHVRXUFH-LQWHQVLYH VHUYLFHV WKaW SOaFH XQQHFHVVaU\
EXUGHQV RQ RXU KRVSLWaOV aQG WKH HQWLUH KHaOWK FaUH V\VWHP.  

MaLQHUV YRWHG RYHUZKHOPLQJO\ WR H[SaQG MHGLFaLG aQG WKH MaLQH LHJLVOaWXUH KaV KRQRUHG
WKH ZLOO RI WKH YRWHUV. IW LV WLPH WR ILQLVK ZKaW ZH VWaUWHG aQG PaNH VXUH aOO MaLQH UHVLGHQWV
KaYH WKH KHaOWKFaUH WKH\ QHHG aQG GHVHUYH. 
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M\ IHOORZ OaZPaNHUV KaYH a FKRLFH WR PaNH. WLOO ZH SXW RXU YaOXHV LQWR SROLF\ aQG SUaFWLFH
aQG HQVXUH WKaW HYHU\RQH LQ RXU VWaWH FaQ aFFHVV QHFHVVaU\ FaUH? OU ZLOO ZH FRQWLQXH WR
GLVUHJaUG WKH QHHGV RI SHRSOH ZKR NHHS RXU VWaWH UXQQLQJ? LHW¶V FKRRVH HTXLW\, SURVSHULW\
aQG a KHaOWK FaUH V\VWHP WKaW ZRUNV EHWWHU ± QR H[FHSWLRQV, QR H[FOXVLRQV ± IRU aOO.

© PUHYLRXV

CRPPHQWaU\: THQQHVVHH SROLWLFV aQG U.S. JXQ SROLFLHV ZaUSHG E\ UaFLVP
� 2023


